
 
 
 

         An Examination of the Golden Calf Incident, Exodus 32:1-6  
 

The Insufficiency of God’s Word 

 
  We are already familiar with the biblical teaching of the Sufficiency of Scripture.  Located in such texts as 2 Tim 
3:16-17, this doctrine emphasizes that the Bible alone provides us with all that we need to know regarding how to be 
saved and how to live a holy life.  Expressed another way, Scripture alone is sufficient-no other “revelation” is necessary- 
for our knowledge regarding the attainment of salvation and eternal life.   
 As the Lord God had clearly told his people, his word alone was sufficient to guide them in every dimension of 
their lives.  Israel’s obedience to God’s word would enable them to fulfill the creation mandate of having innumerable 
progeny and to receive God’s blessings in the Promised Land, Dt 30:16.  God’s word was their very life and adhering to it 
would allow them to remain in the Promised Land, 32:47.  See also 30:15, 19.   Indeed, the purpose for Yahweh’s testing 
them in the wilderness was  “..to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not… that 
he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth 
of the LORD.”  Dt 8:2-3.  Israel’s faithful obedience to God’s statutes, commandments and rules would demonstrate their 
reverent regard of his word as sufficient for their lives.  However, this was not the case; the opposite is true.  Israel’s 
disobedience to God’s word exposed their immense distrust of and fundamental dissatisfaction with it (him).   
 Now, some of our well-esteemed and more learned brothers have correctly observed that Israel’s sin was due to 
her impatience.  “The idolatry of Israel was born of unbelief and impatience. ... Impatience is revealed in their 
anxiousness to get to the Promised Land. They did not want to tarry to learn about religion, to learn about what God 
required of man and what God had in store for His people. They were more interested in the land flowing with milk and 
honey—more interested in the blessings their God offered rather than in their God Himself.  They were also impatient 
for Moses’ return. They were shortsighted and lacked faith. Though they saw Moses enter the cloud and though they saw 
the cloud remain on the mountain as a clear manifestation of God’s presence, they began to doubt. They doubted Moses, 
but most of all they doubted God, for, even if Moses had deserted them, God would have remained with them.” [“The 
Golden Calf” in Tabletalk, August 1998, volume 22, number 8, p. 35.]  Again, “Moses had been on the mountain, in the 
presence of God, receiving instruction from the mouth of God for forty days and nights. During this time the Lord had 
been giving him detailed directions for Israel’s worship (Ex. 25–31). …Moses had been on the mountain for a long time, 
and the people quickly grew impatient, for, if I may put it sarcastically, the Lord had kept them waiting. They demanded 
the creation of a representation of deity to lead them into the Promised Land, and they wickedly discounted the faithful 
service of Moses, God’s chosen instrument in the Exodus from Egypt (Ex. 32:1).”   [Ligon Duncan, “Impatience and 
Idolatry”, in Ibid., 40].  However, while the text strongly points to impatience as a supporting cause of Israel’s 
faithlessness, disobedience and idolatry, I think it is safe to say that such impatience was produced by Israel’s disdain for 
God’s word.   
 They had seen Moses enter into the glory cloud, that is, into the very presence of God, in order to receive 
instructions for their lives and worship, Ex 24:17-18.  Exodus 32:1 reports that they had interpreted Moses’ absence as one 
of delay.  This triggered their impatience and their pejorative demand of Aaron, “"Up, make us gods who shall go before 
us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him."”  
However, spawning their impatience is their rejection of God’s Word which they no longer regarded as essential for all 
matters concerning what they were to believe (primarily, about God) and how they were to conduct themselves as God’s 
covenant people but as an optional, beneficial but not absolutely binding instrument for their life.  In other words, they 
regarded God’s commandments against idolatry as insufficient in power, trustworthiness and satisfaction. 
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